rehabilitation as a result ofinflammatory bowel disease. Low male prevalence of inflammatory bowel disease was found among bricklayers, road construction workers, unskilled workers in brick and stone, unskilled labourers, and security personnel. Low rates were found among women employed in cleaning and maintenance, and in those without occupation. In contrast, a high male prevalence was found among instrument makers, electricians, bakers, and technical assistants. Among female employees, inflammatory bowel disease was significantly associated with sales representatives, office workers, health occupations, and hairdressers. These associations were found in the complete data for 1982-8 as well as in the separate data for the two half periods and 1986-8. Highly significant correlations between the occupational distribution of Crohn's disease and ulcerative colitis were found among both male and female employees. It Numbers in the Table reflect rehabilitation arising from all diagnoses (=Total), Crohn's disease (=CD), and ulcerative colitis (=UC) in every major occupational group. Odds ratios (=OR) were calculated as shown in Table I for the example of the first occupational order related to agriculture, animal breeding, and fishing.
*p<0-001 for OR> 1-0 or OR< 1-0.
Occupational distribution ofinflammatory bowel disease amongGerman employees of inflammatory bowel disease distribution by occupational codes of two digits, multiple occupations with low case numbers were found. The odds ratios calculated for these smaller occupations were less likely to represent the true risk associated with the individual occupation. In subsequent analyses, therefore, the regression between Crohn's disease and ulcerative colitis was restricted to the largest occupations with most employees. A total of 10000 cases was arbitrarily chosen as cut off point. Figure 1 shows the results of the two separate regression analyses among male and female employees. Highly significant correlations between the occupational distribution of Crohn's disease and ulcerative colitis were found among both male Each point represents one occupation. Only occupational codes with a total ofmore than 10 000 male orfemale patients are considered in the regression analysis.
and female employees. The significance of the two correlations remained unchanged if two outliers were omitted from both regression analyses (Fig 2) . 
